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1957: Criminal defense repealed

1979: Prohibited in all settings




Trends in Attitudes
toward Physical Punishment
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Trends in Parenting Practices
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Trends in Attitudes
toward Physical Punishment
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Slapping is sometimes the best or
easiest way

Slaps make children see reason

Smacking teaches children to
accept violence
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Trends in Parenting Practices




Percentage of youth reporting that they had ever-
experienced various physical punishments
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New Zealand: 2007

Trends in Attitudes
toward Physical Punishment
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Percentage of adults agreeing that
there are certain circumstances when it is alright
for a parent to smack/use physical punishment
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Trends in Parenting Practices




Percentage of parents with children aged 1-14
reporting that they had physically punished their
children in the previous four weeks
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Trends in Prosecution Rates
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Police monitoring
of ‘minor’ physical punishment reports

Issued a report every 6 months for 3 years (11
reporting periods)

* Open-handed slap to
Smacking buttocks or legs

* Noinjury

* Open-handed slap to any
Minor Act of Physical other part of the body,
Discipline including the face

* No injury




Smacking reports
attended by police and prosecuted

30

25 25
23
15 13 » / \ 12

10 / %
5

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11
Reporting Period

=

L=

1Q
10

—Number of Smacking events attended

www.police.govt.nz

| —Number of Smacking events prosecuted




MAPD reports
attended by police and prosecuted
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Smacking/MAPD events attended ﬁ
and referred to social services
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Prohibition or Public Education?
A Multi-country Study

Bussman, Erthal, & Schroth (2010)




At the time of the study (2007):
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Legal yes yes yes no no
prohibition?
Public yes yes no yes no

education?




Method

* random sample of 1,000 parents in each
country

* standardized questionnaire administered
through face-to-face interviews




Percentage of parents in each condition
defining acts as violence
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Parent slaps child on the face

70

Parent gives child a hard slap on the
bottom
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Bussman et al. (2010) ™ Prohibition and public education
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Percentage of parents in each condition
defining acts as violence

Neighbour slaps child on the face

Teacher slaps child on the face
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Percentage of parents who reported

using physical punishment
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